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ABSTRACT:

The food of the People of the Book includes the animals slaughtered by them.
The rule that 'our food is lawful to them and theirs lawful to us' signifies that there
need be no barriers between us and the People of the Book regarding food. We may
eat with them and them with us. If the People of the Book either do not observe those
principles of cleanliness and purity which are considered obligatory by the Law or if
their food includes prohibited items, then one should abstain from eating them. If,
for instance, they either slaughter an animal without pronouncing the name of God
or if they slaughter it in the name of anyone else but God it is not lawful for us to
eat that animal. The same applies to those non-Muslims who are not People of the
Book, except for one difference - that whereas the animals slaughtered by the People
of the Book are lawful provided they have pronounced the name of God at the time of
slaughtering them, we are not permitted to eat the animals killed by non-Muslims
who are not People of the Book.
Key words: Slaughter, People of the Book (Jews and Christians) Lawful, Purity,
Permitted
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